
Handsmart Group is online:
Communication and global peer support for those engaged in 

rehabilitation of individuals with upper limb absence

Handsmart Non-Profi t

The Handsmart Group is a non-profi t educational organization, and donations to it 

are exempted from Federal Income Tax under IRS section 501 (c) 3 of the Internal 

Revenue Code. Our Federal Tax ID is 82-1410543. The group sincerely thanks 

everyone for their donation to the cause of networking, sharing information, com-

munication, accessing resources and supporting comprehensive clinical practice 

for international clinicians in upper limb prosthetics.  

Thanks to the below groups for their fi nancial support

Get involved and be part of the network

Establishing a network to improve communication among peers worldwi-

de is a large pillar of the handsmart group. As a member of the handsmart 

network, clinicians will be supporting the handsmart group vision to provide the 

most holistic rehabilitation approach for every person with upper limb loss or 

upper limb difference, now and in the future. Members will receive updates and news 

from the world of upper limb loss and prosthetics. Joining the network will support   

to create the largest international rehabilitation network for upper limb loss and 

prosthetics. http://handsmartgroup.org/join/ 

Handsmart Purpose

The purpose of the Handsmart Group is to meet and exceed expectations as it 

relates to obtaining the best function and quality of life outcomes for individuals 

with upper limb loss. This will be accomplished in a coordinated clinical care con-

tinum,with internationally respected and experienced experts in the fi eld, and will 

provide clinicians worldwide the crucial foundational skills and knowledge to en-

able their patients to achieve the best possible outcome.  These evidence-based 

outcomes will be demonstrated in one’s ability to be as functionally independent 

as possible and to achieve their highest quality of life.

Timeline - from the start

Diane Atkins, OT (USA)

Birgit Bischof, PT (Austria)

Liselotte Hermansson, OT (Sweden)

Wendy Hill, OT (Canada)

Julie Klarich, OT (USA)

Debra  Latour, OT (USA)

Sandra Ramdial, CP (Canada)

Karen Roberts, OT (Australia)

Agnes Sturma, PT (Austria)

Shawn Swanson Johnson, OT (USA)

Kristi Turner, OT (USA)

Paula Wijdenes, OT (Netherlands)

Claudia Winkler, PT (Germany)

Daniela Wüstefeld, OT (Germany)

www.handsmartgroup.org

Sharing Resources of Upper Limb Absence Worldwide  
hand smart

A platform for networking, sharing information, communication, accessing 

resources and supporting comprehensive clinical practice for international 

clinicians in upper limb prosthetics.

Handsmart Group

The Handsmart Group consists of 14 members of independent international the-

rapists and prosthetists, who work on a voluntary basis. These experts are either 

independent practitioners or working with a company that specializes in upper 

limb loss rehabilitation, either in clinical or research-based settings. The fi nancial 

offi cer is Sandra Ramdial, and the chair of this organization is Birgit Bischof.

February 2016

Establishment of 
the handsmart 

group

September 2016

Poster presentation at 
AOPA 2016 and oral 

presentation at the Trent 
International Prosthetic 

Symposium 2016

Development and defi nition of values 
and fundamental strategic keys

Construction of the website
handsmartgroup.org

January 2017July 2016

Process of incorporating as a non-profi t 
(plus 501c3) in the US

March 2017

Oral presentation 
at ACPOC

Evaluation of rehabilitation resources 
for sharing on the website

May 2017

Oral presentation 
at the ISPO World 

Congress 2017

August 2017

Oral presenations 
at Amputee 

Coalition National 
Conference

https://handsmartgroup.org/team/

MEC 2017

Annual 
Handsmart 

Group 
meeting


